
T he prophet 
Isaiah declares 
these words to a 

people who are about to be 
overthrown and taken away 
to a foreign land. Other than 
through the words of God’s 
messengers, God’s people 
would not have been aware 
of what was yet to come. 
Through these words, the 
faithful would have become 
aware that even when life 
gets difficult, even when the 
path of life seems vague, God 
has a plan and that plan exceeds any we can imagine 
or bring about on our own. We are God’s people and 
we can live in confident hope that God will not leave 
us in the darkness. 
 As Advent begins December 1, we enter a season 
of preparation: of hope, joy, love and peace. With it 
comes eager anticipation as we long to celebrate the 
news once again of God’s promise come to us anew 
as both child and savior. What are the dark moments 
of your life that beckon for light so that we do not 
feel frightened or alone or without hope? Is your life 
heavy with burdens as you face transitional changes 
related to financial stability, job security or fulfillment, 
concerns about health? Do you face retirement and 
have concerns about the next stage of life? Have you 
felt betrayed or unheard? Do you have questions 
about God and wonder if God is big enough to handle 
you concerns or worries? Or have you given up on 
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considering that God 
even cares or has the 
ability to affect change? 
These are not random 
questions. These are 
real concerns that weigh 
heavy on the hearts 
of people. We live in a 
culture that has access 
to electronic information 
at the swipe of a finger. 
If we are curious, we can 
get a response. But what 
about those times when 
even Google or Siri seems 

to fail us? Where can we then turn in our despair?  
 I suggest that the inspired and written word leads 
us into relationship with the word that became flesh 
and brings us real hope and light in the darkness. These 
words offer us a future hope that resonate in human 
hearts and are lived out in human relationships.  
 As we continue to transition from one day to 
the next, it is my prayer that we seek answers to our 
deepest questions where God promises to be. Cross 
and cradle. Death and life. Seen and unseen. God has 
come and will come among us again and again. Look no 
further than the one born among us to lead us to hope 
and limitless possibilities to share in 
God’s abundance. May Jesus Christ be 
born in us again this season!  
 I look forward to seeing you in 
worship as we celebrate this good 
news together.  
 Blessed Christmas! 

Pastor Craig Swenson

"FOR TO US A CHILD IS 
BORN, UNTO US A SON 

IS GIVEN…, AND HIS 
NAME SHALL BE CALLED 

WONDERFUL, COUNSELOR, 
MIGHTY GOD, EVERLASTING 
FATHER, PRINCE OF PEACE.” 

– ISAIAH 9:6 



Advent Greetings! 
It is amazing to realize my internship is already 
one quarter finished! I’m grateful to everyone at 
Salem for making it such a fun, welcoming and 
meaningful experience. One of my internship 
requirements is regular evaluations. Pastor Craig 
and I just completed the first, and we, as well 
as my internship committee, will complete six-
month and final evaluations.  

Another requirement is planning a ministry 
project that is new to the congregation. I am 

really excited about this opportunity! The project will be focused on Lent, 
and it is called “Roots of Hunger.” My hope is that it will give members a 
Biblical foundation for this ministry, connect people with Salem's existing 
hunger programs, and help people think more broadly and deeply about 
the issue and how to address it. The project will include a devotional 
about food and hunger, related Wednesday evening worship services, 
and short programs afterward. 

If you would like to be involved with the project, or have any questions, 
please let me know! 

Blessings, 
Kristen 
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Kristen Schmid

Commitment Sunday, December 1
There is much for which to be thankful as we consider all the ways you have 
and continue to engage in the work of Christ's church through Salem. You 
are valued partners in the work we are blessed to accomplish together. A 
mailing from Salem was sent along with material to consider your financial 
support and partnership in Salem’s ministries for the coming year.

 As the mailing i n d i c a t e d , 
your pledged commitment is 
requested, and it serves two 
purposes. First, it informs church 
leaders how support is anticipated for 
the coming year. Please know that 
your pledge is confidential and 
only known by the church financial 
secretary and assistant. Second, 
pledging serves as a tool for accountability. Written responses help track 
pledged commitments throughout the year.

 Commitment Sunday will be celebrated on December 1 when we 
will offer a petition of thanks for God's blessing for the year of ministry 
that is being considered for 2020. Thank you for being a partner in the 
Gospel through Salem Lutheran Church. It has been a full and active year 
of sharing as ministry partners. With your help, it promises to be so again 
next year.  

 

CELEBRATE THE SEASON
ADVENT SERVICES & EVENTS
DEC

7&8
4PM-6PM

ADVENT SERVICES
-HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER-

LIVE NATIVITY

SERVICE OF SOLACE

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

DEC
18

Children lead songs and readings to share 
the wonderful message of Jesus’ birth. 

A service of hope and healing especially for 
those who find the “joyous” holiday season 
difficult due to grief, loss, or estrangement. 

Drive through Salem’s front driveway and 
experience a Live Nativity!

6:30PM

DEC
11 WOMEN OF SALEM

ADVENT EVENT
-PREPARATION-

DEC
4&11

6:30PM

10AM/6PM

10:45AM

DEC
15

"EVERY TIME 
I THINK OF YOU

I THANK MY GOD” 
– PHILIPPIANS 1:3
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Salem’s next blood drive will be January 20, 2020 from 2pm-6:00 pm. Due to the 
construction, it will be located at the Christian Center, located across the street 
at 4100 N. Brandywine Drive. Soup and sandwich meal or just small snacks post 
donation is yet to be determined. Start the new year by giving the gift of life. The hour 

it takes you to give could mean a 
lifetime to somebody else. You 
are eligible to give if you haven’t 
donated since November 25, 2019 (September 30, 
2019 for double reds). Sign-up in the church office, 
online at redcrossblood.org, or contact Lori Reimer. 
Whatever your reason is for giving, blood donors like 
you play an extremely important role to help ensure 
a safe and adequate blood supply is available during 
the winter months. If you are unsure of availability, 
walk-ins are welcome but signing up ahead does 
help insure adequate staffing and less waiting time 
for all. Help is also needed for part or all of the drive 
so please contact Lori Reimer if you can help.

FROM THE PARISH NURSE, LORI REIMER, RN

Lori Reimer, RN
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The Worship and Music Ministry Group at Salem is 
responsible for the worship services—both regular 

Sunday worship and any seasonal or special worship 
service. Our goal is that all services are meaningful, 

spiritual, theologically sound, and share the Gospel and 
love of Jesus Christ.

 A lot of the group’s work is done “behind the scenes,” 
in the planning and preparation of each service. It is the 

Altar Guild who prepares communion, bakes bread, purchases 
supplies, and launders linens. It is the Worship Coordinator and 

the ushers and worship participants who assist during the service. 
It is the choir, musicians, organist, accompanist, and anyone who 

musically enhances the services. It is the people who hang banners, 
decorate for Christmas, arrange Easter flowers, and clean robes.

 We can always use new ideas and additional hands in the planning and 
preparation for worship services. We encourage you to consider joining 

this ministry group and help us continue the long tradition of sharing the 
Gospel and love of Jesus through worship and music.

Salem's Worship and Music Ministry Group meets the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 7pm. Please contact the church office or Norma Hartman to be a part 

of the ministry team.

A D D I T I O N A L  H I G H L I G H T S  I N 
T H E  W E E K LY  E X T R A . . .

Worship & Music 
Ministry Group

Come share the Gospel 
and love of Jesus

Noisy Can Collection, December 15
Thank you for your donations last month to the “Noisy Can Collection!” The “Noisy Can Collection” and the 
weekly offering of Sunday School children will support Habitat for Humanity of Greater Peoria Area. Children will 
be passing a “Noisy Can” during the Offering on the third Sunday each month at both services. Pastor Craig will 
invite the children forward to help at the appropriate time in the service. For more information about Habitat for 
Humanity, please see their website: https://habitatpeoria.org. 

Fair Trade Holiday Sales on December 1
The Fair Trade team wishes to say a huge thanks to the Salem community for the continued support of the Fair 
Trade ministry. Our partnership with Equal Exchange has been in place since the early 2000’s ; the sale of our Fair 
Trade products continues to make a difference in small developing committees around the globe. When you buy 
Fair trade products, the money goes to support small farmers and cooperatives that are formed to bring basic 
needs to their communities. The money from the products we sell often supports clean water for a village far 
away in Central America, education for children in India, or basic everyday needs for a community in Africa. We 
purchase our items at wholesale prices and pass the savings on to our customers.

 We want to help you with your holiday shopping! Come see us in the small narthex (between the stairs and 
restrooms) between services on December 1st and we will be happy to help you shop for items for friends and 
family. We carry a good variety of coffees, teas, fruits and nuts, hot cocoa, olive oil, and of course our candy bars 
which are perfect for stocking stuffers. If you can’t make it that Sunday but would like to purchase some items, 
please let us know and we will be happy to get it to you.
 Thank you and a blessed holiday season to all of you!

Jennifer Gallas, Karen Swenson, and Jane Topel
Salem’s Fair Trade Team

Two Big Thank Yous
A thousand thanks from the Salem family to those who have provided coffee hour treats this past year. They 
have been delicious and of great variety. Thank you again!

 Anyone who would like to donate treats is most welcome to sign up for a Sunday of your choice on the sheet 
in the church office. Special thanks go out to the willing helpers who take their turns scrubbing and polishing 
to make sure Salem's kitchen is ready for use at all times. Our gratitude is extended to the Salem Preschool 
Board, Church Council, Faith for Life, Naomi Circle, Breaking Bread, Rebecca Circle, Lydia Circle, Kappa Chi, Salem 
Churchmen, and Serendipity. THANK YOU, ONE AND ALL!

 Any individual, family or group is encouraged to volunteer to take a month to clean just one time. The 
work goes quickly, and your ministry of service would be greatly appreciated. Simply call Annette Doughty for 
information or to volunteer (446-3400.)Save the Date: Adult Fellowship

Please save the date for game night and pizza on Saturday, January 11 at Oliver's in Peoria Heights.



Pajama Party Thank You!
A big thank you to the Salem family for your generous support 
of the Pajama Project for the Center for the Prevention of Abuse 
again this year. Eleven Faith for Life and Kappa Chi students 
enjoyed dinner out and PJ shopping together and all donations 
were delivered to the Center on November 1.
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Epiphany Celebration!
Join the Salem Sunday School students on Sunday, January 5 in the Sanctuary at 9:30am. We will continue 
telling the story of Jesus and begin with Simeon and Anna seeing the baby and continue through Jesus being 
left at the temple as a young boy. Telling these stories prepares us for story of Jesus being baptized. You 
won’t want to miss the Wise Men and camels coming to visit the young Jesus!

 Sunday School children should go to their classrooms at 9:15am to get ready. Teachers will bring their 
classes up to the Sanctuary to begin the program.

We are Offering a Live Nativity and Your Help is Needed!
Salem will be presenting a Live Nativity on December 7 and December 8 from 4pm-6pm both days. We will be 
staging the Nativity in front of the church so it will be seen from War Memorial Drive as well as inviting people 
onto our property to drive by for a closer look. Many volunteers are needed to properly stage and staff this 
educational and outreach activity.
 A sign up is in the Office for various roles that will be needed. Volunteers will simply wear costumes and 
serve as shepherds, wisemen, angels, a camel, Mary, Joseph, etc. No speaking parts or acting this year – just 
be in character and help us present the Christmas story visually to our community. All ages are welcome to 
participate! There is a part for anyone interested in portraying the Nativity. We are asking for people to volunteer 
for 30 minute shifts so there is an opportunity for many people to participate.
 On both days, we will need volunteers to staff the parking lot and provide directions. Volunteers are also 
needed to pass out information about worship at Salem. People willing to help costume our actors are needed, 
as well.
 If you are interested in helping in any capacity or have questions, please contact Jill Goldhammer or Gretchen 
Petrakis. Take some time this Christmas season and come help your Salem Family offer the Christmas message 
to our community.

Sunday School Christmas Program
Sunday School children will be offering their Christmas 
program during the 10:45am worship service on 
December 15. The children have been practicing their 
songs and reading parts and are excited to share with 
you the wonderful message of Jesus’ birth. Sunday 
School families should plan to attend the second 
service that day as children participate throughout the 
entire service.

 As we continue to focus on worship this year, what 
a wonderful opportunity for children to participate in 
worship and be a part of the message to the congregation. And it’s an important opportunity for the 
Salem family to support the children and enjoy the message that they have to offer! We will join our 
voices together in praising God for the wonderful gift of Jesus and the life everlasting He gives.

 Immediately following the service, everyone is invited to a cookie reception. Join your Salem family 
for fellowship!

Parents Please Note: There will be practice for the Program for all Sunday School children on Saturday, 
December 14 from 9:30am-11:00am in the Sanctuary. This is the only time we have to practice the 
entire program. Children practice their songs during Opening time in the weeks leading up to the 
Program, but on Saturday, we will pass out costumes and practice the readings and songs. Please try 
to attend.

Be Like Jesus, Jr.
None Salem 1st-3rd graders had a terrific time at the Northern Youth Board 
Conference "Be Like Jesus, Junior" event on Saturday, November 2. They 
joined 30 children from seven congregations for a service project, music 
crafts, food, fellowship and fun! Thanks to Faith for Life students Emily and 
Henry for volunteering! What a great day!



DECEMBER 2019
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

4

11

18

25

3

10

17

24

31

2

9

16

23

30

1

8

15

22

29

5

12

19

26

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

8:30am: Bible Lessons
9am: Christmas Decorating
6pm: Naomi Circle
6:30pm: Advent Service
7:15pm: Praise Team Practice
7:30pm: Sanctuary Choir

8:30am: Bible Lessons
10am: Staff Meeting
10am: WOS Advent Event 
6pm: WOS Advent Event
6:30pm: Advent Service
7:15pm: Praise Team Practice
7:15pm: Serendipity

8:30am: Bible Lessons
6:30pm: Service of Solace
7:15pm: Serendipity

Christmas Day
Office Closed

10am: Christmas Day 
Service

9am: Rebecca Circle
10am: Staff Meeting
7pm: Council Meeting

Northern Conference
7pm: Outreach Meeting
7:30pm: Faith Formation 
Meeting

10am: Staff Meeting
10:30am: Women of Salem Board 
Meeting
6:30pm: Lydia Circle
6:30pm: PreK Christmas Program
7pm: Property & Finance Meeting

Office Closed at Noon
Christmas Eve

4pm: Christmas Eve Service
10pm: Christmas Eve 
Service

New Year’s Eve
Office Closed at Noon

6:30pm: Congregational 
Care Meeting

7pm: Salem Churchmen at 
Lariat Club

Fair Trade Sunday
Advent Corner

8am: Worship 
9:15am: Education Hour
10:45am: Worship
12:30pm: Fun at Round One

 Salem Youth Cookie Walk
8am: Worship 
9:15am: Education Hour
10:45am: Worship
4pm: Live Nativity

Noisy Can Offering
8am: Worship
9:15am: Education Hour
10:45am: Worship-Sunday School 
Christmas Program
11:45am: Sunday School 
Christmas Program Reception

8am: Worship
10:45am: Worship

8am: Worship
10:45am: Worship

9:30am: Bible Study
1:30pm: LHV Worship

9:30am: Bible Study

9:30am: Bible Study

9:30am: Bible Study

January Monthly 

Bugle Content Due

12pm: Grown & Flown 
Mom's Group

12pm: Grown & Flown 
Mom’s Group

12pm: Grown & Flown 
Mom’s Group

12pm: Grown & Flown 
Mom’s Group

4pm: Live Nativity

9:30am: Sunday School 
Christmas Program Practice
10am: Food Basket 
Deliveries
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Ladies, you are cordiaLLy invited to the 
annuaL Women of saLem's advent event! 

"ADVENT: Christ is coming! 
Preparing our way for 
Jesus"
This year we will have a morning edition 
Wednesday, December 11 from 10am to noon 
at the Proctor Home. The bus will leave Salem at 9:40am. The program will be at 10am with a soup and sandwich 
lunch at 11am. The bus will return immediately after.

 The evening edition will be held at Lutheran Hillside Village on Wednesday, December 11 from 6pm-8pm. 
We will have hors d'oeuvres and dessert at 6pm and our program at 7pm.

We hope to see all our Salem women celebrate the season together!

Children and Youth of Salem
Christmas is a time of sharing and Salem takes part in that practice 
in a variety of ways. We extend an invitation for children and youth 
of Salem to share their musical talent for our prelude beginning at 
3:30pm prior to the 4pm Christmas Eve worship service. Children 
and youth are encouraged to be part of this Salem tradition of 
welcoming the Christ child with their musical gifts that evening. 
Please contact Kelly Brinkman, or the church office, by Sunday, 
December 15 to indicate your interest and willingness to be part 
of this musical offering. Thank you for enhancing Salem’s Christmas 
Eve service.

Advent Season Decorating
Join the decorating team as Salem prepares for the Advent season. We will be decorating on Wednesday, 
December 4 at 9am. Removal of Advent decorating will be on Wednesday, January 8.

2020 Flower Chart
The 2020 Flower Chart will be on display mid-December on the bulletin board in the narthex. If you wish to 
purchase flowers in honor or memory of a loved one, please write your name and the information by the week 
you would like, and then complete a separate Flower Reservation form for each date reserved. Please return this 
form and your payment to the church office. The cost for each week is $15. We are asking that all flower money 
be paid in advance. Please take an envelope and give it to the church office. 

Annual Reports Due on January 6
It is that time again to be thinking about your annual reports. Brenda Newcomb has copies of last year's report 
so if you need a copy please let her know. The deadline for getting your reports to Brenda (bnewcomb@
salemofpeoria.com) is January 6, 2020.

Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 26
In accordance with Salem's constitution, this article, along with verbal announcement at worship, 
constitutes official notice of our annual meeting to be held on Sunday, January 26.

SAVE
the DATE
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Sharing Tree
Help make Christmas special for the families supported by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI). We invite 
you to take a tag from the “Sharing Tree” that will be in the Welcome Center. Your gifts should include a clothing 
gift and a toy or “fun” gift totaling $30. Suggestions are included on the information sheets provided for each 
person. Both gifts should be wrapped and placed in a bag with a handle, labeled with the person’s name and 
the number that is on the information sheet. Gifts must be returned and placed under the tree in the morning 
narthex by Sunday, December 9. If you have questions, please contact Sarah Gonzales (sarbear@mtco.com).

It is an exciting time at Salem as we see the construction and renovation in the midst 
of the first phase. As of November 6, 2019, we have received $1,392,699.80 in gift 
and cash contributions of the $2,021,900.24 that has been pledged over three 
years for this project. We want to thank each member for their commitment to 
complete their pledges. The amount received includes over $20,000 in cash from 
members who did not pledge to the campaign. Please know that any member 
may contribute whether they pledged or not and that all receipts received will 

help lower the amount that needs to be borrowed to complete the renovation.

Christmas Greetings
Let our members know they’re remembered by filling and delivering Christmas bags! The bags will be in the 
Adult Library until after the second service on December 15. These Christmas greetings are sure to be cherished 
by those who are now unable to attend worship and activities on a regular basis or enjoy a cheerful greeting. 
 People to remember are: Walt Anderson, Natalee Arff, Susan Barham, Betty and Matthew Bennett, Alf 
Berg, Carl and Helen Buerger, Jr., Ruby Chelgren, Marge Gramm, Vi Gruber, Amy Hoffman, Bev Holmes, Shirley 
Hornecker, John Johnson, Bea Kent, Ruth Landes, Carl Lindquist, Bev Maier, Bill Mettam, Elaine McHugh, Nancy 
Owens, Kay Peterson, Fran Riley, John and Marge Ryberg, Arlene Schroeder, Irene Sawatzky, Cindy Turner, Frank 
Yancick, and Roman Wegrzyn.
 Would you like to be the bearer of these cheery greetings? There is also a sign-up sheet for those willing to 
deliver the bags after second service between December 15 and Christmas. 

Christmas Poinsettias
To beautify the Sanctuary on Christmas Eve and on Christmas Day, and to honor or memorialize loved ones at 
Christmas time, Salem offers members the opportunity to order a poinsettia through the Church. The poinsettias 
are purchased by the church office and may be picked up or the church will arrange for them to be delivered to 
homebound members on Christmas Day following the 10am worship service.
 Blank order forms will be available in the church pews. The cost for each poinsettia is $11, and your gift must 
accompany the order. All poinsettia orders must be into the church office no later than December 15.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
THANKSGIVING TO  
GOD FOR...
• Salem’s growing ministry

DIRECTION...
• Salem Congreg. Council  
• Salem’s Pastor, Deacon, Intern 
 and Staff
• Salem’s Renovation Project

PRAYERS REQUESTS...
• The men and women of our armed 
forces
• Support for all caregivers when 
loved ones suffer
• Ulrich Family
• Children of Guatemala
• Families at Crittenton Center

• Midwest Food Bank
• Wally Bastian and his family
• Luan Borquist                                                                      
• Stephanie Dammann’s grandfather
• Keith Erickson
• Gabe
• Marge Gramm
• Jack Grant
• Laurie Hacker
• Ron Hipple
• Amy Hoffman
• Helen Johnson
• Lee
• Lizzy
• Marta
• Morgan Lott
• Bill Mettam
• Karen Norman Rees' brother-in-law
• Pastor Paul Park

• Dick Peterson
• Deb Sanders
• Arlene Schroeder
• Stephanie
• Teresa Stewart
• Darla Tieszen
• Cindy Turner
• Ella Vandervlugt
• Wayne (brother of Barbi Ricketts)
• Will
• Fred and Lori Wysk
• Jean and Frank Yancick

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY...
Stateside: Ian Borquist, Jason Sterr,  
Col. Darnell Salley, Scott Wolfmeyer

Overseas: Talon Maki, Barry Joyce, 
Emily Graff

More Than Pink Walk - Register Before December 4!
Join the Salem Lutheran Saints team as Susan G. Komen Memorial moves into its 35th year of bringing strength 
& hope to survivors in Central Illinois! 2020 marks the 35th Race/Walk event hosted by Komen Memorial, which 
will take place on Saturday, May 9. To celebrate... registration through December 4 is only $10 (Kids and adults)! 
Please register online at www.komen.org.

Do you like to bake?
If you are willing to bake prior to Thursday, December 12- we need you! Lutheran Women of Greater Peoria 
(LWGP) are asking for sweet treats, specifically cookies and candies, for the annual Cookie Walk at Lutheran 
Hillside Village. Please put your items in a container that you do not need back. They may be delivered prior to 
11am to the main entrance at Lutheran Hillside Village (6901 N. Galena Road, Peoria). Please mark the container: 
“For Cookie Walk”.  The residents will be delighted with your efforts of making homemade goodies.  Proceeds 
benefit LHV’s Benevolent Fund.   

Christmas cookies, anyone?
Fudge, Christmas cut outs, Thumbprints, Chocolate Covered Popcorn, Peanut Brittle, No Bake Cookies, Chocolate 
Chip, Peanut Butter Blossoms, Springerlie Cookies, holiday treats by the dozen.  That’s what you will find at the 
Annual Cookie Walk at Lutheran Hillside Village. Stop by between 8am-11am on Friday, December 13. Located 
in the main lobby/front entrance to Lutheran Hillside Village (6901 N. Galena Road, Peoria). Public welcome! 
Proceeds benefit LHV’s Benevolent Fund for those residents that outlive their resources.

Hymns and Beer - Thank you!
What a wonderful way to spend a Sunday afternoon! The Hymns and Beer event was again a success! But an 
event like this cannot happen without the support of many people - A big THANK YOU to Chris Steele and Jason 
Lantz for their performance, Todd Kelly for his impromptu trumpet performance, Meghan Peterson for publicity, 
Pastor Craig for support and his greeting and opening prayer, Leo and Roxanne Vandervlugt for hauling 150+ 
hymnals back and forth, Nadine Willems for the festive table decoration, and our amazing song leader Don 
Bauer, church musician extraordinaire! And Thank You to all those who attended and added their voices to our 
songs! We hope to do it all again next year!

-Joan Creager, Director of Senior Ministry
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
December 1
Matthew Crone
William Fischer

December 2
Henry Arnold
Darlene Ford
Susan Hamann
Wren Jolliff

December 3
Gloria Kroodsma
Eric Webster
Hailey Zapf

December 4
Martha Plunkett

December 5
Donald Hoffman
Grayson Rook
Rosemary Swanson

December 6
Isaac Hartman

December 7
Jon Arehart
Bonnie Gallas
Lucas Owen

December 8
Caleb Bastian
Mark Holmes
Suzanne McGrew

December 10
Natalee Arff
Dan Starzynski

December 11
Walter Bastian
Wanita Van Scoyoc
Frank Yancick

December 12
Jody Jean
McKinty
Greg Roberts
Marjorie Ryberg
Hans Vandervlugt

December 14
Viola Gruber

December 15
Julie Gannon
Laura Hartman
Bernice Kent
Cindy Patterson
Gerald Snyder

December 16
Margaret Steele

December 17
Jill Goldhammer
William Ricketts

December 18
Audrey Koeltzow
Nancy Peterson

December 19
Terry Baumgarten
Julia Hokanson
Lisa McGregor

December 20
Julianna Rees
Jackie Scoville

December 22
Elise Rastatter

December 24
Jennifer Marquez
Richard Peterson

December 26
Kaesey Glasess

December 27
Joel Brinkman
Michael Petrakis

December 29
Beth Cooper
Spencer Lantz
Grant Peterson
Kathleen Self

December 30
Jill Becker
Braden Wallstedt

A VIEW OF SALEM'S 
FINANCIAL STATUS

Month of October, 2019     
General Fund Budget Actual Difference
October Giving $49,558 $42,250 ($7,308)
Expenses $50,370 $45,865 ($4,505)
Difference (Loss)              ($812)   $3,615

Year-to-Date, 2019     
General Fund Budget Actual Difference
Giving $507,483 $473,431 ($34,052)
Expenses $503,698 $465,866  $37,832
Difference (Loss)     $3,785   $7,565

Planning to Make a Year-End Charitable Contribution to 
Salem?
Thanks so much to those who have already made a special gift to Salem at the close of 2019. It’s a real blessing to our 
ministry together. Such a gift can also be beneficial in easing your tax burden! If you are planning a gift to offset 2019 
income, you’ll want to be aware of the official rules from the IRS: “Donors must deliver or mail checks on or by December 
31, 2019, in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 2019. Checks that are placed in the church offering on 
the first Sunday of 2020 will not qualify for a charitable contribution deduction in 2019, even if the check is pre-dated to 
2019 or was actually written in 2019. However, checks that are written, mailed and post-marked in 2019 will be deductible 
in 2019 though they are not received by a church until 2020.”

Thank you for keeping these things in mind as you plan your giving, and blessings and peace on your New Year ahead!



The Bugle
USPS 477-460

1700 W. War Memorial Dr. • Peoria, IL 61614-6724

New Year’s Eve

New Year’s EveNew Year’s Eve

Christmas EveChristmas Eve 
4pm:4pm: Family Worship with Holy Communion 

10pm:10pm: Tradi�onal Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion

Christmas DayChristmas Day 
10am: Worship with Holy Communion

Christmas Eve: 4pm (family worship with Holy 
Communion) and 10:00pm (traditional Can-
dlelight with Holy Communion)
Christmas Day: 10:00am


